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ZYGMUNT WItrRCIŃSKI-

Theoretical foundation for velocity measurement by
means of the five holes sphere probe

The Szewa]skj Institute of F]uid-F]ow Machinery, Po]ish Academy of Sciences, Fiszera 14, 80-952
Gdańsk, Po]and

Abstract
The measurement of the local velocity belongs to the most common in the fluid dynamics

and power engineering. This measurement is mostly done by the five hole sphere probe, ln this
paper, basing on the potential flow past the sphere, the analysis of the velocity measurement by
means of the sphere probe is presented. The transformation relation between the spherical and
the probe coordination i.e, yaw and pitch angle a and B is found. Solving next the system offive
nonlinear equations with four unknowns the simple theoretica] characteristics of the five hole
probe is found and compared with the experimental one. There is a quite good agreement in the
angle ranges of -10" < o < 10" and -10" < B < 10". The discrepancies between theoretical
and experimental characteristics outside this region are probably caused by the inaccuracies in
manufacturing of the sphere probe and differences between potential past a sphere and real flow
pasl, a sphere probe,

Keywords: Velocity mesurement; Sphere probe

Nomenclature

A,B
R
u
U
p
a
13

0

t, ó,ń

constants
radius of sphere
local velocity, m/s
sLream velocity, m/s
pressure, Pa
declination ang}e, rad
pitch angle, rad
angle from the stagnation point, rad
spherical coordinates
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o
p,
r,u, z

Subscripts

i:1....5

velocity potential, m2/s
density, kg/m3
cartesian coordinates

- denotation of points on the sphere

Introduction

The sphere probe is one of the most used device for veiocity measurement in
flons. By means of such probe the measurement of the velocity amplitude and
tn,o angles of the coordinate system connected with the probe is possible. The
measurement is carried out by ihe pressure measurements in the chosen points
on the surface of sphere i.e. mostly in five points given on the two intersecting
planes creating a cross on the sphere surface. The sphere probe is known as a
probe of great durability and simplicity, contrary to the hot wire probe. And, if
additionally, its small size, e,g. a diameter of 5 mm and the possibilitv of using the
pressule sensols of small size and fast dynamical response on the sphere surface,
are taken into account, than a measurement device with great capabilities of
recording of fast varying velocity fluctuations in a smal] measuTement space is
possib}e to be accomplished.

In this work, basing on the potential fluid flow past a sphere and solution of
the svstem of five nonlinear equations with four unknowns given from the pres_
srrre measurement on the sphere, is shown that it is possible to gain a simple
theoretical characteristics of the five holes sphere probe. Such theoreticai char-
acteristics is then compared with the experimental one and the consistency of
characteristics in the range of deflection angle -10o < a < 10" and pitch angle

-trCP < 3 < 10o is stated. The discrepancies shown in the greater range of an-
glas are related probably to the inaccuracies of manufacturing of the sphere and
differegc,es between potential and real flow past a sphere probe.

t-p to non'. there was almost no interest in the theoretical characteristics of
the sphere probe because the disrepancies betvreen the potential and real flow
past a sphere are considered so great and without a chance for success,

2 Pressure distribution on the sphere surface as a
base for velocity measurement

Therxenica] foundation of the velocity measurements by means of the sphere
pmbe may be the potential uniform flow of the ideal fluid past the sphere, on
rhich it Ń possible to determine the velocity and pressure distribution on the
spbfre w$re_
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In other words, to measure the velocity by means of the sphere probe the
knowledge of the pressure distribution on the sphere surface is needed, as the
velocity measulement consists in the measurements of pressure in several points

mostly in five points - on the sphere surface.
The mostly used sphere probe is the five hole probe, i.e. five holes creating a

isosceles cross intersecting at the straight angle on the sphere surface.

Figure 1. Axial symmetry of the flow past the sphere of radius fi: 
^9 - a stagnation point, P -

point where the flow is considered (velocity and pressure), 0 - angle between point S
and P.

The flow past a sphere belongs to the flows with axial symmetry, thus to
describe it the radius R of the sphere, the momentary position of the stagnation
point S and angie d between stagnation point S and considered point P freely
chosen on the sphere surface.

Examining the stationary uniform flow of fluid of density p and veiocity [/
the velocity distribution past the sphere can be given by following we]l known
formu}ae flow, e,g, [3]

)

(1)
where ó is the velocity potential of flow.
At the sphere surface for Ę : r it is then:

3u:0 u: :U sin? .

Applying Bernou]Ii equation we determine the interesting

(2)

pressure distribution
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on the sphere surface following the formula (e,g.|3]):

1 ./ o \
pp: po - irr'(r - ź sin2 0) (3)

It is well known from the experiment [2, 11] that the real velocity distribution
past the sphere differentiate from the distribution given by the solution for the
ideal fluid flow.

The experimental distribution of the velocity past a sphere is given by the
formula: q

,:}u{e-0.2glĄd3+0.0987g05 -0.0001984p7), (4)

This formula is valid for the following angle range 0,0 < 0 < 1".4B rad and for
Reynolds numbers smaller than Re, : 2 . l05 (Reynolds number based on the
sphere radius).

For this velocity distribution the velocity maximum is at the angle d :
7.29l rad - 72o, whiie for the potential flow past a sphere this maximum is at
0 : r12: 90o, so the difference is essentia].

Using the expansion of the sine functiorr, the difference between theoretical
and rea1 velocity distribution can be determined as:

A, : 9u(o .12403 - 0.090405 + o.zatg 07 + ...), (5)
2

Dispite the difference we will continue our consideration treating the solution of
potential flow as a certain pattern for the sphere probe.

3 Measuring probe in the flow

The problem of velocity measurement is considered in two systems of coordi-
nates. trach of them is connected with the sphere probe which is used for velocity
measurement and mole correctly the pressure measurements on the probe sur-
face. To solve the problem of velocity measurement by means of the sphere probe
the transformation between these two systems should be found |12].

The first system is connected with the displacement of the velocity vector
re}ative to the probe shown in Fig. 2. In this system two perpendicular to each
other planes are derived and the axis of the probe z 1ies in both these planes.
The plane zr ts the co ca]led declination plane and the plane zg is so called pitch
plane. The projection of the velocity on these planes determines the declination
angle a and pitch angle B appropriately. In this system calibration of the probe
is usually carried out. In order to assure that the direction of the velocity vector
coincides the probe axis the probe should be turn of corresponding angles (*, §).
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Figure 2. Coordinates system connected with the sphere probes and the velocity vector.

The five hole sphere probe has the points of pressure measurements symmet-
rically in the declination and pitch planes but one of the points so called central
point is placed in the axis z.

In Eq. (3) for pressure distribution on the sphele the expression with the
9 angle is included, so the formula tying the d angle depending on the system
containing the measuring point P and the stagnation pressure point S is to be
found, Fig. 1.

To achieve that the dependence between the system connected with the probe
and the cartesian system is tried to be determined and after the setting of the
iinear distance between these points on the sphere the angle d between these
points is calculated.

]t can be shown that all the points of coordinate a oI P are situated on the
ellipses created by the projection of the great circle of the sphere on the plane ry
and given by following formulae:

^-2)UĄr-+ ^ -T',Sln- .}

.)

a2 l łr-: r2
Sln- p

(6)

These equations pose the simple equation system with unknowns r and g and
the solution of this system is given by following equations:

rcosasinP rcosPsina

- sinz asin2 P
-,n.a^l - SIn' astn' 11

(7)
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The coordilate z is easy to calcu}ate by means of the Pythagoras theorem:

rcosacos6

[ - rlł -rlrr' P
Searching the value of 0 one can use two formulae; first for the distance between
two points and for the central angle based on the distance between these two
points:

(B)

Putting formulae (7), (B) and (10) into (9) and making use of the identity given
below:

(11)

d,2 : (Ą - r2)2 ł @,, - az)z ł (r, - "r)' ;

,_ n.,,.0u:L.rSlnr'

cos0:1- 2stł9
2

(9)

(10)

after simpie, but rather }ong caicuiations the expression for the 0 angle is found:

cosd: cos (a1 - a2) cos (h - {3z) - sin a1 sin a2 sin Bl sin B2

1 - sin2 a1 sin2 hll7 - sin2 a2 sinz P2

It can be seen that in the cartesian coordinate system the calculation of the d

angle by means of two points on the sphere surface is rather compiicated, and its
farther use even rather unfeasible.

That is why the use of the spherica1 coordinate system is much more natura]
and appropriate for the description of the velocity measurement by the sphere
probe,

The second coordinate system is a spherical coordinate system (, :7, ę, ,ł)
linked with the probe axis, Fig. 3. In this system are also defined the coordinates
of the pTessule measuring points on the sphere surface (r :1, ęl., łl). AIso
in this coordinate system the temporary position of the stagnation point is to
be searched. Thus relative to this temporary stagnation point the theoretical
pressure field is found out.

Below trqs. (13) show the commonly used spherical coordinates with a small
departure not to mix the symbols, i.e, instead of the symbol d the symbol y' is
used for colatitude coordinate ieaving 0 for the denomination of the coordinate of
the temporary axialsymmetric flow past a sphere, i.e. a flow which is independent
on the coordinate /.

r :rsinl!cosę, 9 :rsin{sing, z :rcosł. (13)

In the experimental praxis the system of coordiante angles a, P is used, it
is necessary to find the transformation between it and the spherical coordinates.

(12)
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Figure 3. Spherical coordinate system (r,ę,ł) for sphere probe, z - probe axis.

In this end in view the comparison of the caltesian coordinates (7) and (B) with
the spherical one (13) is made. Simple calcuiations give in result two formulae
joining the angles { and ,ł/ with the angles a and P appropriately;

tanę - tanz lll: tan2 a + tanz P (14)

and inversely angles a and P with the angles $ and lll:

tan a : tan l! sin ę; tan B : tan lfl cos ę . ( 15)

Because in the formula for pressure distribution on the sphere surface the angle
0 appears, the expression connecting angie d with angles /1 and ry'1 as well as
angles Q2 and l!2 of the two points on which the angle 0 is spanned.

Again, putting trqs. (6), (7) and (8) into (9) and again using the identity
(11) after series of calculations with application of (15) the following formula is
obtained:

cos 0 : sin ,ły'1 sh l!2 cos (91 - ęz) * cos ry'1 cos {2 . (16)

It is easy to note that for 9I - 92: 90o the equation (16) has a form of Pythagoras
theorem for the spherical triangle based on the angle 0 (section) and two angles
ll4 and łz lI0). The spherical triangle is based on the angle d and its vertex lies
in the point, where z axis intersects the surface of the sphere.

For ip1 : ę2Eq. (16) is the cosine of the angle difference l!1 andlf.l2, and for
ę1 - ?2 : 1B0" is the cosine of the angle total l/4 arrd łz, as then the angle 0
lies on the circumference of the great circle going through the z axis. Thus these
relationships confirm Eq. (16).

tanc.
tan!;



z. wierciński

This formula (16) is of much easiel form as the formula (12) derivated in
cartesian coordinates and will be used in further calculations. We received simple
fornula for the cosd, so it is worthy to transform trq. (3) to the fbrm containing
cosine function instead of sine. We use the simple trigonornetric unit;r relation
to get the foliowing formrrla:

p: p0 +!nu, (-; - ; "".'r) (17)

To nake further calculations easier we write down the equation describing the
pressule distribution on the surface of the sphere in much compact way:

p:A-rBcos':0. where A:po-\pu'. B:\pU' (lB)8, B,

In further calculations we wi1l use a little different notation as before: subscript
x,ill denote the coordinates of the point on the surface of the sphere where the
.,,alue of pressure is measured or ca]culated, values without subscript refer to the
stagnation point.
T}rus the pressure in the i-th point is given by the formula:

pi:A+Bcos2f.i

where:

cos 0; : sin iy' sin lli cos (ę - ęu) * cos ,ły' cos lf;1 (20)

Thus pressure in z-th point of coordinates pi and,ły'; is given by following formula:

pl: A* B (sin {sin|licos (tp * ęt) + cos{cosd)2 (21)

In this equation there are four unknowns: A, B,rb i p. Thus, to measure the
velocity vector in a flow it is sufficient to measure the pressure oniy in four points
on the sphere surface, i.". ęu łt, ,i : l...4 |l2]. In this way the system of four
nonlinear equations with four unknowns is obtained, for which the condition for
unique solution should be investigated [8]. To find them it is necessary to solve
the system of four indepenclent equations, thus to put to the Eq. (21) four sets
of different coordinates of points, hence to carry out the plessure measutements
in four different points on the sphere.

The problem of determination of the velocity by means of the pressule mea-
surements in four points wi1l be undertaken in the near future and some resuits
are stil1 given in |12],

( 19)
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Table 1. Coordinates of the point on the surface of the standard five hole probe

Point No. 1b ó a D

1 0 0 0
2 r/4 r/4 0
J 7, l4 -" 12 -7T l4 0
4 r/4 0 0 7r 14
5 r/4 1f 0 -r /4

Figure 4, The arrangement of points of the standard five holes sphere probe.

4 Five hole sphere probe

The coordinates of the five points of the standard sphere plobe are shown in
Tab. 1 together with the configuration scheme given in the Fig. 4, This numbering
of five probe points is most frequentiy used e.g. [1],
The equations for the five points of pressure measurements according to the
general equations for the pressure on the sphere surface are given in Eq. (22).

pl: A*B(sin l!sinllicos(p -ęi) +cos{cos|,,)z ż:l...5. (22)

After setting the appropriate values of the ang]es from the Tab. 1. we get the
following system of nonlinear equations:

pt:A*Bcos2l!;
pz: A+ f (sin |,lsinq ł cos{)z ;

ps: A+ E r-sinry'sin v*cosQ)2; ę3)
pą: A + f (sin !,l cosg * cos{)2 ;

ps: A+ E ęsinry'cos ę ł cosd)z .

This system can be easy solved by elimination of the constants A and B making
use of the Eq. (15) and receiving following expression for the deciination a and
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pitch 0 angles [12]:

2 t,an2a: p2-p3
2 tan2lj : p4-p5

h_pr# Pt - Pątps ,

In principle-we use here the two subsystems i.e, Eqs. 1, 2 and 3 for calculating of
the angle a and Eqs. 1, 4 and 5 for calculating the angb B because these points
Iie in threes on the same plane and the points 2 and 3 as well as the points 4

and 5 are applopriately symmetrical relative to the point 1. Japikse [5] quoting
the work of Pien [6] mentioned only that placing three hoies in one plane of the
sphere allows to determine the ang}e of the flow in this piane.

The rights sides of the Eqs. (24) are used by the ca]ibration of the five
hole sphere probe and designated appropriately by coefficients Ko and Kp, e.8.

Poensgen [7], as well Smolny et a}. [9]. It is easy to see that for the ideal five
hole probe the coefficients 1(., and KB are given by elementary trigonometric
functions. Next, applying equations (23) and knowing the values of angles a i P
it is possible to calculate the values of A and B by means of following formulae:

B- ?z - Pz p4-p5
2 sin l! cos ,ły' sin rp 2sinl1,1 coslfl cos ę'

A:pt-Bcos2ł:h* p2-p3 :P7- p4-p5
Ztana Ztan 0

and from these coefficients it is painless to find the dynamics and static pressule
in the flow.

Summarizing the results of the Section 4 it can be said that the ideal standard
five hole probe do not need utterly calibration to measure the velocity vector in
the ideal fluid flow, It is worth to emphasize again that in the case of standard five
hole probe one has to do with fi,ve nonlinear equations with four unknowns from
which two subsystem of three equations can be obtained and used to determine
the velocity angle in the plane, where the three holes ]ie.

In Fig. 5 the experimental calibration of the five hole sphere probe is shown
(Smolny et a,, 1994), and in Fig. 6 the theoretical characteristics of the five hole
sphere probe is shown according to the formu]ae written above. Comparing these
two calibration charactericstics some inaccuracies in carrying out of the probe
are seen such as skewness of the holes plane relative to the basic plane and a lack
of placement of the probe in axis z.

The unequality of the increase of the Ko and KB coefficient depending, on
the linear rise of angles, takes note in the theoretical characteristics plotted in
Fig. 6 as a consequence of their dependence on the tangens of the duplicated
pitch and deflection angle 2a or 2P appropriately. This inequality of the Ko and
KB is a]so seen in the experimental characteristics of the probe given in Fig. 5.

(24)

(25)

(26)
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Figure 5. Experimental calibration characteristics of the five hole sphele probe according to
Smolny et ai. 1994.

Figure 6. Theoretical calibration characteristics of the five hole probe,

Comparing both characteristics it can be said that they are sufficiently accurate
in the following range of angles -10o < a < 10o as well as -10o < P < 10o.
Furthermore, it is to be noticed that the probe from the Smolny ei al. paper [9]
is actually not of spherical shape, thus its shape differs significantly from the idea]
sphele shape. Summarising, it seems that the manufacturing of the sphere probes
can be considerably improved to bring nealeT the experimenta] and theoretical
characteristics.
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5 Summary
In this work the analysis of the velocity measurement by means of the five

hole sphere probe is given. The five hole sphere probe is standard in this field.
The new idea introduced in the paper is to use the spherical coordinates

in calculations. The transformation between the spherica] coordinates and the
deflection o and pitch P angles coordinates used as the standard in measurements
by means of the five hole sphere probe is found. Solving next the system of five
nonlinear equations with four unknown the simple relationships were found for
the theoretical characteristics of five hole sphere probe.

The solution consists in dividing the system into two subsystems of three equa-
tions and finding the appropriate angles a and B fuom the subsystems. Theoreti-
cal characteristics was compared with the experimental one and sufficient agree-
ment was stated in the angle ranges -10o < 0 < 10" as wel] as -10o < P <70o,
The discrepancies in the broader angle range i.e. greater than *10o can be put
down to the inaccuracies of manufacturing of the sphere probe and the differences
in the potential flow past the sphere and the real flow past the sphere probe. The
frame-work of this paper does not allow to take interest in the analysis of velocity
measurement by means of the four hole sphere probe.

And such measurement is obviously theoretically possible considering the fact
of only four unknowns in the system of equations for the five hole sphere probe.
Nevertheless some difficulty lies in the non-linearity of the theoretical pressule
distribution on the sphere surface immersed in the flow of ideal fluid.

Received 20 August 2004
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